Sixth Sundavy after Epiphany

February 16, 2025 10:15 am

Prelude
Announcements

Introduction

Blessings and curses abound on the sixth Sunday after Epiphany. We would do well to
listen closely to whom the “blessed ares” and the “woe tos” are directed and to find our
place in the crowd among those who desire to touch Jesus. The risen Christ stands
among us in the mystery of the holy supper with an invitation to live in him, and offers
power to heal us all.

Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, our creator, our protector, our wellspring of life.
Amen.

Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts, let us confess
our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God, you speak blessing and compassion into the world. Forgive us for
the ways we act with judgment, cruelty, or indifference. We ignore the needs of
our neighbors; we resist your call to oppose injustice; we give in to scarcity
and fear; we assume the worst about one another. Cleanse us from our faults
and release us from their grasp. Show us your lovingkindness. Restore our
hearts and repair your world, that we may live in Christ’s ways. Amen.

God proclaims these words of assurance: “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you. I have
called you by name. You are mine.” In ++ Christ, you are forgiven. In the Spirit, you are
made free. Refreshed by the waters of mercy, live anew as beloved children of God.
Amen.

Gathering Hymn: ELW #479 “We Come to the Hungry Feast”

1. We come to the hungry feast hungry for a word of peace. To hungry hearts
unsatisfied the love of God is not denied. We come, we come to the hungry
feast.

2. We come to the hungry feast hungry for a world released from hungry folk of
ev'ry kind, the poor in body, poor in mind. We come, we come to the hungry
feast.

3. We come to the hungry feast hungry that the hunger cease, and knowing,
though we eat our fill, the hunger will stay with us; still we come, we come
to the hungry feast.
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Prayer of the Day

Living God, in Christ you make all things new. Transform the poverty of our
nature by the riches of your grace, and in the renewal of our lives make known
your glory, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Readings and Psalm

First Reading: Jeremiah 17:5-10

These verses compose a poem that is part of a larger collection of wisdom sayings that
contrast two ways of life. Life with God brings blessing,; the power and vitality of God is
active in our life. Life without God brings a curse, the power of death.

>Thus says the LORD:
Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals
and make mere flesh their strength,
whose hearts turn away from the LoORD.
®They shall be like a shrub in the desert,
and shall not see when relief comes.
They shall live in the parched places of the wilderness,
in an uninhabited salt land.

’Blessed are those who trust in the LORD,
whose trust is the LORD.

¢They shall be like a tree planted by water,
sending out its roots by the stream.

It shall not fear when heat comes,
and its leaves shall stay green;

in the year of drought it is not anxious,
and it does not cease to bear fruit.

°The heart is devious above all else;
it is perverse—
who can understand it?
10T the LorD test the mind
and search the heart,
to give to all according to their ways,
according to the fruit of their doings.

Psalm: Psalm 1
"Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked,
nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful!
’Their delight is in the law of the LoRbD,
and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night.
*They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with
leaves that do not wither; everything they do shall prosper.



“It is not so with the wicked;
they are like chaff which the wind blows away.

>Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes,
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.

°For the LorRD knows the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:12-20

For Paul, the resurrection of Christ is the basis for Christian hope. Because Christ has
been raised, those who are in Christ know that they too will be raised to a new life
beyond death.

2Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say there is
no resurrection of the dead? **If there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not
been raised; '“and if Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation has been in vain
and your faith has been in vain. '>We are even found to be misrepresenting God,
because we testified of God that he raised Christ—whom he did not raise if it is true that
the dead are not raised. ‘°For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised.
171f Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. *Then
those also who have died in Christ have perished. '°If for this life only we have hoped in
Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.

20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have
died.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia. Rejoice, and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven. Alleluia.

The Gospel according to the book of Luke starting with the 6t Chapter

Gospel: Luke 6:17-26

After choosing his twelve apostles, Jesus teaches a crowd of followers about the nature
and demands of discipleship. He begins his great sermon with surprising statements
about who is truly blessed in the eyes of God.

7[Jesus] came down with [the twelve] and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of
his disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of
Tyre and Sidon.'*They had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases; and
those who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. ° And all in the crowd were
trying to touch him, for power came out from him and healed all of them.
20Then he looked up at his disciples and said:
“Blessed are you who are poor,
for yours is the kingdom of God.
’1“Blessed are you who are hungry now,
for you will be filled.
“Blessed are you who weep now,
for you will laugh.
22“Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, and
defame you on account of the Son of Man. **Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for
surely your reward is great in heaven; for that is what their ancestors did to the



prophets.
2“But woe to you who are rich,
for you have received your consolation.
s“*Woe to you who are full now,
for you will be hungry.
“"Woe to you who are laughing now,
for you will mourn and weep.
“*Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors did to the
false prophets.”

Sermon

Hymn of the Day: ELW #434 “Jesus Shall Reign”

1. Jesus shall reign where'er the sun does its successive journeys run,
his kingdom stretch from shore to shore, till moons shall wax and wane no
more.

2. To him shall endless prayer be made, and praises throng to crown his
head. His name like sweet perfume shall rise with every morning sacrifice.

3. People and realms of every tongue dwell on his love with sweetest song,
and infant voices shall proclaim their early blessings on his name.

4. Blessings abound where'er he reigns: the prisoners leap to lose their
chains, the weary find eternal rest, and all who suffer want are blest.

5. Let every creature rise and bring peculiar honors to our King,
angels descend with songs again and earth repeat the loud amen.
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The Apostle’s Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Peace



Offering
Offering Hymn: ELW #677 "“This Little Light of Mine”

1. This little light of mine, I'm goin’a let it shine; this little light of mine, I'm
goin’a ;let it shine; this little light of mine, I'm goin’a let it shine, let it
shine, let it shine, let it shine.
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Offering Prayer

God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens, and your abundance to the
depths of the seas. Bless what we offer to your service: our gifts, our abilities,
and our hearts. Let us overflow with gratitude and generosity, now and always.
Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the world,
and all of creation.

A brief silence.

Blessed is your church transformed by your Spirit. Give us courage to proclaim to all
people the promises made true in the death and resurrection of Christ. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Blessed is creation. As earth experiences destruction from harmful practices and climate
change, give us courage to help bring about its restoration. Encourage those who work
in forestry to be a voice for the hidden places of creation and provide skills for its
conservation. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Blessed are the nations. We pray for presidents, prime ministers, and leaders of nations.
Grant that their courage will not run dry in the face of challenge, but that they will
delight in the fountain of your righteousness. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Blessed are those in need. Give to all facing illness wise and caring doctors, nurses, and
therapists. Draw close to those who feel far from you or who are suffering in any way
(especially). Provide an extra measure of your grace and love. God of grace, hear our
prayer.

Blessed is this congregation. Like a tree planted by streams of water, we are nourished
by faith in you. Provide courage in times that feel dry, trusting that you sustain us in
many ways. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Blessed are those saints who now rest in your peace. Through lives of both sorrow and
joy, challenge and triumph, they provide witness of faith in all times. May their lives be a
witness to the living. God of grace, hear our prayer.

We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your promise is
revealed among the people. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving



The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. It is right to give thanks and praise.

Preface
Thanksgiving at the Table

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
The joy of the Lord is our strength. Come, eat this meal of gladness.

Distribution Hymn: ELW #723 “Canticle of the Turning”

1. My soul cries out with a joyful shout that the God of my heart is great, and
my spirit sings of the wondrous things that you bring to the ones who wait.
You fixed your sight on your servant’s plight, and my weakness you did not
spurn, so from east to west shall my name be blest. Could the world be
about to turn?

Refrain: My heart shall sing of the day you bring. Let the fires of your justice
burn. Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, and the world is
about to turn.

2. Though I am small, my God, my all, you work great things in me, and your
mercy will last from the depths of the past to the end of the age to be. Your
very name puts the proud to shame, and to those who would for you yearn,

you will show your might, put the strong to flight, for the world is about to
turn. Refrain:

3. From the halls of pow’r to the fortress tow’r, not a stone will be left on
stone. Let the king beware for your justice tears ev’'ry tyrant from his
throne. The hungry poor shall weep no more, for the food they can never
earn; there are tables spread, ev’'ry mouth be fed, for the world is about to
turn.



Refrain: My heart shall sing of the day you bring. Let the fires of your justice
burn. Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, and the world is
about to turn.

4. Though the nations rage from age to age, we remember who holds us fast:
God’s mercy must deliver us from the conqueror’s crushing grasp. This
saving word that our forebears heard is the promise which holds us bound,
till the spear and rod can be crushed by God, who is turning the world
around. Refrain:
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Post-communion Blessing

Prayer after Communion

Nourishing God, at this table you have refreshed us with holy gifts of food and
drink. Strengthen us for service, and send us out to embody your good news of
liberation and healing for the sake of the world. In the name of Christ we pray,
Amen.

Blessing
The Spirit of the triune God + bless you with joy, anoint you with compassion, and send
you in love. Amen.

Sending Hymn: ELW #710 "Let Streams of Living Justice”

1. Let streams of living justice flow down upon the earth; Give freedom’s
light to captives; let all the poor have worth. The hungry’s hands are
pleading; the workers claim their rights, the mourners long for laughter,
the blinded seek for sight. Make liberty a beacon, strike down the iron
power, abolish ancient vengeance; proclaim your people’s hour.

2. For healing of the nations, for peace that will not end, for love that makes
us lovers, God grant us grace to mend. Weave our varied gifts together;
knit our lives as they are spun, on your loom of life enroll us till the thread
of life is run. O great Weaver of our fabric, bind church and world in one;
dye our texture with your radiance, light our colors with your sun.

3. Your city’s built to music: we are the stones you seek; your harmony is
language; we are the words you speak. Our faith we find in service, our
hope in other’s dreams, our love in hand of neighbor; our homeland
brightly gleams. Inscribe our hearts with justice, your way - the path
untried: Your truth - the heart of stranger, your life - the Crucified.
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Dismissal
Go in peace. Live in hope.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude
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Announcements
+ Thank You Jenna Couch for leading worship today.
+ "A Fiesta of Joy" is the second special event WELCOME has sponsored to the

benefit of immigration families served by a partnership of five Mankato based
Lutheran churches, including Calvary. WELCOME is asking us to help with this

event by creating some baskets for a silent auction. The fundraiser is taking place

at Christ the King on April 3rd. Save the date for the event & please consider
donating a basket, items for a basket or a donation towards a basket. See the
various flyers posted around the church or ask Erica Kittelson for details.

+ Calvary is looking for one more volunteer to join the Call Committee. Please see

Bob or Eric if interested.

+ Prayers: Please continue to keep our members and loved ones in your prayers,
including Arlen, Lan-Shiang, Ken, Deb, Ruth, Barry, Monica, Chloe, Jeff, Jenny,
Dennis, Caroline, Paul, Jeannie, Gregg Nelson the Schwantes family, and the
Strand family.

Calvary Lutheran Church
19216 Rapidan Avenue
Mankato, Minnesota 56001

Pastor
Ministers: All Members

Church Phone: 507-278-3317
E-mail: office@calvaryrapidan.org
Website: calvaryrapidan.org
Facebook: Calvary Lutheran Rapidan
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